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Jan 22nd—This question, “Can War with Russia 
Still Be Averted?” is the title of the Schiller Institute’s 
International Dialogue Saturday, January 22 at 2 pm 
(ET) for the purpose of strengthening the forces 
to stop the dangerous brinkmanship of the U.S., 
the British Empire and NATO against Russia and 
China, and make way for a complete shift toward a 
world security system based on the principle of the 
mutual benefit of all, most assuredly, the economic 
benefit of all.

The results of today’s important meeting in Geneva 
between U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, do not 
change this focus, only heighten it. The meeting ran 
for 90 minutes, with remarks before and after by the 
officials. There is expected follow-on to the talks—
with a rough time frame of the next week to 10 days; 
but at any time, expect sabotage from enemies of 
this process of engagement.

In brief, Blinken, who said that President Biden 
had asked him to meet with Lavrov, said that after 
today’s talks, he will go back and consult with NATO, 
and allies, plus Congress, and “we will be able to share 
with Russia our concerns and ideas in more detail 
and in writing next week, and we agreed to further 
discussions after that.” TASS reported that Blinken 
said that the U.S. and Russia will meet again, after 
Moscow scrutinizes Washington’s security proposals 
next week. However the Foreign Ministry threw 
cold water on that report, saying there are no plans 
for a meeting, until Russia receives an “article-by-
article” reply to its demand for security guarantees. 
Otherwise, Blinken stuck to the assertions in his 
litany of accusations and demands, admonishing 
Russia to de-escalate its force placement, not invade 
Ukraine, etc.

Lavrov said of Blinken’s remark that the U.S. 
will respond in writing to Russia’s “concerns,” 

that, “I believe it would be right to make this reply 
public and I will ask Antony Blinken, so that they 
do not object.” He said there was no arrangement 
for another meeting between himself and Blinken. 
Among many other points, Lavrov said that the U.S. 
repeats its charges against Russia “like a mantra” 
and pointed to Western “hysterics” when it came to 
Ukraine.

Especially noteworthy was the inclusion of China 
in what is at stake. The Russian Foreign Ministry 
issued a statement at the time of the talks which 
said, “It is high time that our American colleagues 
understand that Washington’s dual containment 
policy towards Moscow and Beijing is completely 
outdated and offers no good prospects for the U.S. 
The Americans would do more good for themselves 
and the entire world if they abandoned their 
arrogant claim for global dominance and engaged 
in an equal and honest dialogue with Russia, China 
and other major players in order to search for 
balanced solutions to pressing global security and 
development issues.”

Ominously, hostile initiatives have been 
conducted against Russia all during the period 
of today’s Geneva talks. Yesterday, Blinken’s State 
Department and the U.S. Treasury issued sanctions 
against four individuals in Ukraine, on charges that 
they are instruments of the Russian FSB. Two of them 
are members of Parliament, and of the opposition 
party to the Zelenskyy government, and one of 
them a media company operator. Thus, once again, 
the U.S. warhawks—while singing of democracy, 
are interfering blatantly in another nation’s internal 
politics.

More military personnel and armament are 
flowing into Ukraine from individual NATO 
countries.

In the U.S., the hype over Russian “aggression” 
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is at fever pitch, and even more shrill because it is 
bipartisan. A call for “pre-emptive sanctions” on 
Russia by the U.S.—before Russia has a chance to 
aggress!—was made this week by Republican Sen. 
Joni Ernst (IA), appearing as a CNN guest of rabidly 
Democrat Anderson Cooper.

On the eve of today’s Geneva meeting, the State 
Department posted three fact-sheet type write-ups 
to defame Russia, that qualify the agency as akin to 
the Ministry of Truth, in George Orwell’s 1984, which 
was noted by Maria Zakharova, Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman. Just consider the names of 
one of the documents, “Russia’s Top Five Persistent 
Disinformation Narratives.” One of the narratives 
that the U.S. finds Russia guilty of, is to say Western 
culture is decaying. The State Department reports 
that Foreign Minister Lavrov has even accused U.S. 
schools of teaching that Jesus Christ was bisexual.

This is madness gone wild, and very dangerous.
Schiller Institute President Helga Zepp-LaRouche 

said in her weekly strategic webcast on Jan. 20 that, 
“I think the danger of war is what people should 
be concerned with.” But she further stated that 
the concern should be “from the standpoint of the 
dynamic [whose] directionality goes very clearly 
in the direction of the Belt and Road cooperation, 
because many nations see it much more to their 
advantage to economically cooperate, rather than 
have geopolitical games.”

In this way, the BRI alliances and projects are 
anti-war policies. Look at the urgency of action 
to support Afghanistan in that way, as part of a 
greater development zone from Central and South 
Asia, westward across the war-torn Southwest Asia, 
into the Horn of Africa. Just this week, on Jan. 19, 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi was in Moscow for 
discussions. China and Iran are implementing their 

25-year cooperation agreement. In Pakistan, the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is proceeding. 
In the war-devastated Horn of Africa, China has 
recently committed to the “Initiative of Peaceful 
Development,” involving rail, port, power and other 
infrastructure programs. Add to this the thrust of 
“Operation Ibn Sina” in this region, and elsewhere 
internationally—the drive for a health care platform 
with full economic support, called for by Zepp-
LaRouche—and the end of war is a given.

However, in complete opposition to all of this, 
came the mass-murder bombing today in Yemen—
the heart of this extended region, by Saudi Arabian-
led forces. The wave of bombings has killed at least 
200 people, and injured many more, including a 
strike on a prison in Sadaa, north of Sana’a, where 
the death toll is 150 so far. This amounts to a “shock 
and awe” crime, timed exactly with today’s Geneva 
U.S.-Russia meeting. The Yemen mission director 
for Doctors Without Borders Ahmed Mahat called 
the prison strike a “horrific act of violence.”

Moreover, the main communications tower in 
Sana’a was deliberately bombed, knocking out all 
internet service, whose import could mean that, 
without communications, the Saudis will perpetrate 
more heinous crimes. Fouad Al Ghaffari, the 
leader of the ALBRICS Youth Parliament in Sana’a, 
sent a message by text to the Schiller Institute this 
morning, “We condemn the terrific aggressive 
murder attack on Sada’a Prison, and destroying the 
internet connection in Yemen that violates the right 
to information and may hide a massive attack at any 
moment!”

Attend the Jan. 22 International Dialogue 
conference, “Can War with Russia Still Be Averted?” 
and activate with the Schiller Institute.


