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Jan 13th—Between Monday and Wednesday of 
this week, the world has moved dramatically closer 
to the brink of thermonuclear war.

The United States and NATO dug in their heels in 
their respective Jan. 10 and Jan. 12 high-level security 
talks with Russia, and proclaimed their intent to 
continue expanding NATO eastward up to Russia’s 
very border, and to deploy threatening nuclear attack 
systems also on that border, five minutes flight-time 
from Moscow. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alexander Grushko emerged from today’s Russia-
NATO Council meeting to report that not only was 
there no unifying positive agenda between Russia and 
NATO, but that the U.S. and NATO have reverted to 
the full Cold War strategy of “containment” towards 
Russia, including “full spectrum dominance.” 
Russia is being left with no option but to respond in 
kind to the policy of containment, deterrence and 
intimidation, he stated.

The Monday U.S.-Russia discussions ended on a 
similar note.

These results are not surprising, Schiller Institute 
founder Helga Zepp-LaRouche commented today. 
Other than any possible back-channel or private 
communications between Presidents Biden and Putin 
that may be underway and which offer a more rational 
approach, there could well be a quick counter-action 
on the part of Russia. As Putin and many top Russian 
leaders have warned repeatedly over recent weeks, 
Russia cannot back down to the threats being posed 
to its very sovereignty and existence. Russia is faced 
with a reverse Cuban Missile Crisis, only this time 
with a far shorter hair-trigger to war.

Recall the words of JFK sixty years ago: “Within 
the past week, unmistakable evidence has established 
the fact that a series of offensive missile sites is now 
in preparation on that imprisoned island (Cuba).” 
To do this, he reminded the world, “in an area well-
known to have a special and historical relationship to 

the U.S., is a deliberately provocative and unjustified 
change in the status quo which cannot be accepted by 
this country.”

Zepp-LaRouche warned that, if the bellicose 
statements and confrontation continue, then the 
world is most likely in for a sudden showdown—
which could escalate to the thermonuclear threshold 
nearly instantly. A broad mobilization of forces 
worldwide is urgently required to stop this descent 
into hell, and quickly develop new options that will 
guarantee security and wellbeing for all parties.

• A new, global security architecture is needed 
to immediately replace the NATO organization and 
policy, which has brought the world to the brink of 
war.

The driving force that is impelling the world 
towards thermonuclear war is the breakdown crisis 
of the entire trans-Atlantic financial system. For 
their system to survive, the predatory speculators 
of the City of London and Wall Street must impose 
fascist levels of economic looting, and bring Russia 
and China to heel to ensure that there is no real 
opposition to that policy.

• The trans-Atlantic system must be put through 
bankruptcy reorganization along the lines specified 
by Lyndon LaRouche in his 2014 Four Laws. Put that 
system out of its misery, and you remove the danger 
of World War III.

Throughout his life, Lyndon LaRouche repeatedly 
explained this intimate connection between the 
collapsing financial system and the drive to war. 
One of his clearest expositions was in a Dec. 23, 
2011 statement, “To Stop Thermonuclear War, Bring 
on the World Economic Recovery,” which we have 
previously quoted in this space, and excerpts of which 
are the editorial appearing in the January 7, 2022 issue 
of Executive Intelligence Review. As that editorial 
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notes, LaRouche’s remarks from 2011 “confirm the 
prescience of this genius, and demonstrates why 
Helga Zepp-LaRouche has called for the year 2022—
the 100th anniversary of his birth—to be known as 
‘The Year of Lyndon LaRouche.’”

LaRouche warned in his 2011 presentation: "We are 
now on the verge of what must be called World War 
III: This will be thermonuclear World War III—not 
pre-nuclear war, not nuclear war, but thermonuclear 
war. The targets, principally, are Russia and China. 
These are the two principal targets….

“The issue is as follows: The present world 
system, the economic system, is in the process 
of disintegrating. Exactly how that will occur is 
uncertain, but it is happening. The intention is to 
eliminate two nations—Russia and China—and this 
means nuclear weapons; it means thermonuclear 
weapons. That part is engaged….

“Now, at this point, the United States, nations 
of Europe, Russia, China, and other countries, are 
poised for exactly this war.

“The background of the war is the fact that the 
entire world is going bankrupt, especially the trans-
Atlantic region, especially Europe, and also the 
United States, and the nations of South America and 
elsewhere, as well…

“The bankruptcy from the United States’ 
standpoint, was set into motion back in 2007, when 
the beginning of the bailout process was set into 
motion. Since that time, the entirety of the trans-
Atlantic region, particularly the United States and 
Europe, have been trapped into a bailout crisis, a 
hyperinflationary bailout crisis. At this point, the 
debt which has been accumulated since 2007, under 
this program, is such that every part of Europe at 
this time, under the present rules and the present 
arrangements, is hopelessly bankrupt! They could 
never recover as living nations, under the present 
degree of indebtedness they have. The same thing is 
true of the United States; Europe is a little more acute. 
That’s what’s happened…. The author of this thing is 

the British….
“Now, what we have to do—there are solutions for 

this bankruptcy. First of all, we have to put the world 
through bankruptcy—that is, a legitimate bankruptcy 
operation. We can do that, by, first of all, in the United 
States, for example—and other nations can copy this 
measure in cooperation with the United States—we 
go with a Glass-Steagall law, a U.S. Glass-Steagall law. 
And there are nations of Europe who are thinking of 
adopting the same Glass-Steagall law.

“Under a Glass-Steagall law, the greater part of the 
debt of European nations, and the United States and 
others, will be wiped out, in effect, because under 
Glass-Steagall, the gambling debts, which are the 
major part of the indebtedness of the United States, 
will be simply put into a special category where 
somebody’s going to try to figure out how to get 
these debts paid—and they will never be paid! They 
will simply be wiped off the books; there’s no other 
solution.

“Wiping that debt off the books, canceling the 
bailout debt, will mean that the United States, and 
Europe if they join, will be in a position to reorganize 
their finances, to create a credit system, and actually 
going into a new kind of Hamiltonian kind of credit 
system, a banking system which will enable the 
United States, and also Europe and other nations if 
they join, to organize a financial recovery.

“In other words, what would happen, immediately: 
Remember, most of this bailout debt, the Wall Street 
debt, the London debt, the other bailout debt, is 
absolutely worthless! It can never be repaid! It never 
could be repaid: And the only solution, of course, for 
this thing, was to have this war. And if the British 
Empire came out as the victor in such a war, with the 
support of the United States, then they would cancel 
their debts, and they would go about their business. 
But, the population of the world would be reduced, 
greatly, through hunger, starvation, and so forth, 
which is about to occur anyway.”


