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Structure of this 
Course
• 5 week course based on the book “So You Wish to Learn All 

About Economics” and video “The Power of Labor”

• Courses taught by LaRouche Youth Movement members, 
Jason Ross 

• Each classes will be mix of presentations and open 
discussion

• Homework to do between classes
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Goals of this Course

• “Meant to be used as a manual for use by government officials and 
leading advisors to government”

• “The text gives excellent forewarning of what the policies of the 
United States might become”

• Framework for understanding what is going on in the world today

• Be able to create policy and program ideas which would solve our 
present crisis
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The Present Crisis

• Escalation of conflict in 
Ukraine with no end in sight

• Increase of tensions in Taiwan 
Straits, sanctions being put on 
China

• Attempted color revolution in 
Iran, successful coup in 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka
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The Present 
Crisis
• Historical levels of inflation in North 

America and Europe

• Shortages of goods, fuel, and power 
outages

• Global recession predicted in 2022 by 
Bloomberg, Fortune, Forbes, etc.
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How Did We Get Here?

• Started in 1971 when Nixon ended gold standard

• Explosion of speculative activity

• Created derivatives bubble with notional value of 1 quadrillion

• Only sustained by justifying austerity through war
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The Future
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The American System of 
Economy

“The true measure of the value of human 
productive activity is the increase of the 
economy of labour, through the aid of 
technological progress (labor saving)”

-Henry Charles Carey
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Can Judge the Superiority of One Culture 
Over Another?
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Economy as Energy
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Economy as Energy
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Economy as Energy
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Key Concepts

• Potential Relative 
Population Density

• Energy Flux Density

• Capital Intensity
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Potential Relative 
Population 
Density
• How many people could your 

society sustain on a given piece on 
land?

• Not all land is equal. Populations are 
always growing or shrinking

• Reliant on infrastructure, tool 
advancements, energy sources

• Allows a society to sustain the 
population they have
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Reducing Potential Relative 
Population Density
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What If You 
Halted 
Technological 
Progress?
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The Fall of 
Rome
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Technological 
Progress

• Technology improves economy of labor, 
decreasing cost of acquiring new resources

• Technology allows us to use fewer resources 
more efficiently

• Technology allows us to us other resources 
we did not find useful before
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Energy Flux Density

• Flux is flow over a surface 
area
• Allows more work done with 

less energy
• Related to advancements in 

technology
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Energy 
Density
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Homework

1. Choose some sort of productive process that has benefited from 
the advancement of technology and describe at least three stages 
of development. What made possible the changes in energy flux 
density and/or capital intensity in those stages of improvement in 
production?

2. What we call modern society today depends on many discoveries 
and improvements made over centuries. Choose three and discuss 
how they could change the potential relative population density of 
the human species. For example, how did the biological work of 
Louis Pasteur (e.g., the germ theory of disease and vaccination) 
affect PRPD?
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